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December 2022 

 
TO: Parents and Guardians of students in second grade 

 
From January 30 – February 24, 2023, the district will administer the Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT®).  Your 

child will be included in this testing. Our school will administer the assessment on the following dates:  

 

The CogAT® measures general thinking and problem-solving skills that students have learned through in-

school and out-of-school experiences.  It indicates how well the students can use these skills to solve verbal, 

quantitative, and nonverbal problems.  Teachers can use the test results to help students learn more effectively.  

In addition, the school district will use the CogAT results to help identify students who may qualify for 

screening to determine their eligibility for Academically Gifted (AG) services.  

 

The design of the assessment includes practice questions to help students become familiar with the content and 

format of the assessment. These practice questions help students gain familiarity with the item formats and how 

to complete the different reasoning tasks. Our AG teachers are visiting each Grade 2 classroom to provide 

lessons that will help all students become more familiar with the design of the CogAT®. In addition, our 

classroom teachers are continuing to provide engaging instruction that will allow students to perform to their 

potential on the CogAT® assessment.  

 

The test will be given on three separate days.  At grade 2, the CogAT® is untimed.  However, we anticipate that 

students will be involved with testing for approximately 60 minutes during each of the three days. This time 

includes the time needed for general test directions and the approximate 30 – 40 minutes for each test battery.  

You can help your child do their best by considering these tips: 

• Make sure that your child is in school and on time on test days. Reschedule appointments and other out-

of-school time to non-testing days. 

• Make sure your child gets a good night’s sleep and eats a healthy breakfast before each day of testing. 

 

When score reports have been returned to the school, your child’s score will be made available to you.  Our 

classroom teachers will use the data to discover patterns that may indicate the need for differentiated instruction 

based on the strengths of the students in the class.  Once CogAT® scores are received, some students may need 

additional achievement testing to determine eligibility for AG services, this includes the potential for enrollment 

in the VS Program. Should your child be eligible for additional testing, you will be notified of the date and time 

the Iowa Assessment will be given.  Unless you have given prior written notification to your child’s classroom 

teacher that you do not choose for your child to participate in AG screening, your child will participate in the 

Iowa Assessments should their CogAT data indicated the need for such testing. 

 

If you have any questions, regarding the administration of the CogAT® or the Iowa Assessments, please contact 

our school’s AG Teacher.  Questions regarding your child’s learning strengths should be directed to their 

classroom teacher.  Thank you. 

 
Sincerely, 

Jeanelle Lindsay  

                            

School Principal  


